V 


Cuba President Weighs Mercy 
For Informer Sentenced to Die 


HAVA,NA, April 13 (Reu- 
ers) — The Cuban President, Os- 
valdo Dorticos Torrado, is con- 
sidering commutation of the 
death sentence passed on Mar- 
cos Rodriguez Alfonso, it was 
officially reported today. Rod- 
riguez Alfonso, a 26-year-old 
Cuban, was convicted of having 
informed to the police of former 
President Fulgencio Batista. 

The newspaper Revolucidn 
said that in accordance with 
the Law of Pardons the docu- 
ments in the case had been sent 
to the President. [A report that 
Rodriguez Alfonso had been 
executed was included in a dis- 
patch from Havana printed in 
The New York Times on April 
5.] • . 

Revolucidn said it was up to 
the President to decide whether 
to use his prerogative to com- 
mute the sentence. 

It was up to the President, 
the newspaper said, to decide 
whether or not to use his prerog- 
ative to commute the sentence. 

Rodriguez Alfonso, who was 
sentenced April 1, was. convict- 


ed of having betrayed four stu- 
dent members of the anti-Batis- 
ta resistance movement in April, 
1957. The four were shot 
to death by policemen in a Ha- 
vana apartment. 

The original conviction and 
sentence took place at a closed 
trial, but Premier Fidel Castro 
ordered a second trial because 
of what he called “insinuations” 
that the full truth had not been 
disclosed. 

The second trial revealed a 
bitter dispute between members 
of the old Cuban Communist 
party and young Readers of the 
revolutionary movement. 

Rodriguez Alfonso was said 
to have been a member of the 
.Communist party at the time of 
the students’ deaths and ques- 
tions were raised about the role 
of the party in the affair. 

Premier Castro was the final 
witness at the trial. He said 
he was convinced of the defend- 
ant’s guilt, but sharply criti- 
cized the youthful wing of the 
Cuban leadership for having 
raised their political differences! 
with the Communists during a 
criminal trial. . , ... .. 



